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Ard’s exquisite colours...

Ard’s 
expertise 

reproduced the “tufo” 
colour on the Bishop’s Curia 

(Palazzo della Curia).

The “Sassi” di Matera (UNESCO 

World Heritage Site) o�er a pano-

rama which remain �rmly impres-

sed in one’s heart and mind.The 

“Sassi” are houses dug into “tufo” 

(tu� calcareous rock). The under-

ground mazes, cave labyrinths, 

elegant buildings & churches form 

a unique landscape with a special 

historical signi�cance. The Matera 

Cathedral, dedicated to the Virgin 

Mary under the designation of the 

Madonna della Bruna and to Saint 

Eustace, dominates this breathta-

king scenery.  The cathedral was 

built in Apulian Romanesque 

style in the XIII Century.  

“Tufo” from the valley (a 

local material) with a 

warm bright colour 

which varies from white 

to yellow - according to 

the time of the day & weather 

- was employed to build the 

cathedral. Ard’s products have 

recently been employed to succes-

sfully refurbish the Palazzo della 

Curia Vescovile  Matera-Irsina  

(Bishop’s Curia) which is next to 

the cathedral.

Reproducing the cathedral’s speci-

�c hues in order to harmoniously 

blend the building, church and 

square (Piazza del Duomo) was 

most de�nitely a challenging 

experience.

Gianluca D’Alessandro, I’d say 
without doubt “demanding” 

When the Curia asked us to refurbi-

sh the building in the cathedral 

square, we discussed the same 

with all the competent authorities 

in order to de�ne the most suitable 

hues, materials etc. 

It was blatantly obvious that the 

�rst step was to harmoniously 

blend the “Palazzo” with the  

Cathedral (which had been refurbi-

shed recently): our aim was to 

enhance both the overall archi-

tectureof the square and the 

integration of the building in this 

speci�c context.

We carried out various surveys at 

di�erent times of the day to 

“catch” the various light/colour 

e�ects. We also did some testing 

which helped us to identify the 

most suitable hue.
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In queste pagine, lo straordinario risultato u 
ottenuto con i prodotti ARD applicati alla facciata  

del Palazzo della Curia Arcivescovile di Matera.

I PROTAGONISTI DELL’INTERVENTO 
AL PALAZZO DELLA CURIA ARCIVESCOVILE DI MATERA 
(da sinistra)
ROBERTO DONATO - agente ARD
GIUSEPPE DI MARZIO - proprietario di Centro Colore - Matera
GIANLUCA D’ALESSANDRO - amministratore unico dell’impresa D’Alessandro Restauri srl - Matera

Questo l’abbiamo fatto noi
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How was the refurbishing organi-
zed?
Gianluca D’Alessandro – Once the 

Cathedral had been refurbished, 

we began working on the di�e-

rent stages: thorough washing 

with a pressure washer to evaluate 

the conditions of the substrate, 

consolidation of unsound areas & 

micro-lesions, application of the 

primer.

We then began applying the �nish 

on a surface which was around 

350 m². Our team was composed 

of three quali�ed applicators 

whose care and attention was 

focused on avoiding any signs of 

joints, patches or di�erences in 

colour.

What made you opt for Ard Fill 
(acryl-siloxanic �nish)? 
Gianluca D’Alessandro: We chose 

this paint after having carefully 

considered all the geographic/cli-

matic issues. We required a 

product that guaranteed permea-

bility, water repellence as well an 

excellent resistance to alkali, bad 

weather conditions  and atmo-

spheric agents.

The Piazza del Duomo is located at 

the highest point of the town and 

is constantly exposed to atmo-

spheric agents. The area we were 

treating was exposed to “wind” 

which has an erosive e�ect.  



ARD FILL,  
LA PITTURA SILOSSANICA  
DALLE SUPER PRESTAZIONI!
ARD Fill Pittura acrilsilossanica è uno 
speciale microrivestimento ad elevata co-
pertura e riempimento; è caratterizzato 
da eccellente resistenza agli alcali, alle 
intemperie ed agli agenti atmosferici e dà 
un’ottima aderenza al supporto, elevata 
permeabilità al vapore acqueo e buona 
idrorepellenza con basso assorbimento 
d’acqua capillare. La presenza di principi 
attivi biocidi conferisce al prodotto un’ef-
ficace protezione ed azione preventiva 
nei confronti della proliferazione di alghe, 
funghi e muffe sul film secco applicato in 
parete. 
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Ard Fill o�ered all these features 

as well as a pleasing full colour. 

Furthermore, its speci�c 

broad-spectrum biocides lend an 

e�ective protection against the 

proliferation  of algae, fungi & 

mould.

Was the Siliard primer applied 
before Ard Fill? 
Gianluca D’Alessandro: Absolu-

tely! As already mentioned, it is 

highly important to evaluate the 

substrates in question. We prefer-

red to employ a solvent based 

sealer (o�ers improved evapora-

tion and impedes the formation 

of a �lm on the surface) for this 

speci�c building. Siliard o�ers an 

innovative technology based on 

acrylic resins and poly-siloxanes 

which make it an optimal consoli-

dator. It also reduces the substra-

te’s absorption, smooths the 

surfaces resulting in improved 

�nal aesthetics.

Testing the colours certainly 
yielded the desired results .. the 
Palazzo della Curia is astoni-
shing!!

.

Giuseppe Di Marzio: We are really 

satis�ed with the hue we created 

for the Palazzo della Curia. It 

blends in harmoniously with the 

magni�cent Duomo. Ard’s tinting 

system can “satisfy even the most 

demanding customers” and we 

are overwhelmed with the result.

Is it really di�cult to choose the 
right colour/technique?
Giuseppe Di Marzio: This is one of 

my favourites, it is what I studied 

for!! When a customer asks me for 

a product … I always ask the same 

questions …..“What is it for? 

Where is it going to be applied? 

What sort of application techni-

ques are involved? Not to men-

tion timing!” From this moment I 

am a sort of liaison, looking for 

the best possible solution.
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La pittura silossanica ARD Fillu 
ha consentito di riprodurre gli stessi 

cromatismi del tufo della Valia con cui è 
costruita la Cattedrale di Matera.
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SILARD PRIMER, 
LA CERTEZZA DI UN BUON FONDO!

SilARD Primer è una finitura 
tecnologicamente innovativa dotata di 
un’ottima applicabilità, di una notevole 
resistenza allo sfregamento ed al 
lavaggio e di una bassa ritenzione allo 
sporco: queste qualità rendono SilARD 
Primer specifico per la protezione e 
la preparazione di edifici nuovi o da 
restaurare.

Retailers must guarantee compe-

tence and professionality if they 

are to be considered a “partner”. 

These key features enable us to 

implement the most reliable 

suppliers, suitable cycles/pro-

ducts and hues to meet any 

needs.

Roberto Donato, These are 
obviously complex refurbish-
ments …. I presume the supplier 
must be considered more than 
reliable...
Roberto Donato: On the contrary 

to “traditional agents” we  are 

more like a “consultant” than an 

agent ……we  collaborate with 

the customers and the companies 

they “serve”. In a challenging 

market we must be credible & 

worthy of our customers expecta-

tions and …… this is only possi-

ble if we are supported by a solid 

company.

Roberto Donato …it is an honour 

and pleasure to represent Ard 

….together we form a team of 

professionals with a premier 

product portfolio.


